March 1 | 2 p.m.
Management Council Meeting

March 10
Newsletter Deadline

March 23 | 6:30 p.m.
UMM Gathering & Dinner

March 1 | 6 p.m.
Women’s Bible Study

March 10 | 10 a.m.
UMW Meeting

March 25 | 9:30 a.m.
Newsletter Folding

March 3 | 1 p.m.
Staff Meeting

March 13 | 9 a.m.
Piecemakers

March 25 | 5:30 p.m.
MidWeek Connect Resumes

March 6 | 9:30 a.m.
LLL Group

March 16-20
Spring Break

March 27 | 9 a.m.
Piecemakers

March 7 | 9 a.m.
Share & Serve

March 22 | 2 p.m.
Girl Scouts Meeting

March 29 | 3 p.m.
Tea Party

March 8 | 2 p.m.
Girl Scout Meeting

March 22 | 2:30 p.m.
Lessley & Ryan Davis Baby Shower

March 29 | 6 p.m.
McCurdy VIM Team Meeting

March 8 | 4 p.m.
55+ Tech Night w/Youth

March 22 | 6 p.m.
Women’s Bible Study Party

March 31
Summer Camp Registration Deadline

March 8 | 6 p.m.
Women’s Bible Study
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Ron Brown Memorial Golf Tournament
by Charlie Parker

The United Methodist Men (UMM) will
be hosting the 26th annual Ron Brown
Memorial Golf Tournament on Saturday,
May 16, at 1 p.m., at the Choctaw Creek
Golf Course. The funds raised will help
the UMM assist families by covering
half the cost of summer camps for our
kids and youth. The funds raised also
help the UMM fund service projects for
members of the congregation and
community throughout the year.
Additionally, we use this event to
recognize members of the congregation
who have passed away. It is our
opportunity to remember the great men
and women that have been a part of our
church family.
The tournament is a four-person
scramble, and information will be
available soon for those interested in
registering a team or as an individual.
We also have opportunities for business
sponsors. Over the past two years, we
have added fun challenges for the teams
involved. We’ve had the “closest to the
pin” and “longest drive” contests for
many years and have added hole-in-one
prizes on all par three holes. We end the
day with a meal for players and
volunteers.

As a parent who has sent a child to
summer camp, having assistance with the
camp registration cost is helpful. The
funds raised help lighten the financial
load on families, but the experience the
children and youth get at these camps
often energizes them and reinforces their
faith. Those who have attended camps
for many years have formed close
friendships and received great leadership
opportunities. I know for my son,
summer camp is one of the highlights of
his year.
If you think you would like to support
the golf tournament in any way, please
reach out to Mike Funk or me. This
includes volunteering at the event,
registering a team, or reaching out to a
business that you know that might be
willing to be a sponsor. We will have
flyers and other information available
soon that can be picked up at the
Connection Point. For those who have
helped in the past, thank you! Your work
has provided great opportunities for
children and youth to grow in
relationship with Christ.

Meet Kangwa Mundende, Director of Modern Worship
My name is Kangwa Mundende, and I am beyond excited to be joining the staff at Choctaw United Methodist Church
as the Director of Modern Worship!
I grew up in a Seventh-Day Adventist church where I fell in love with the hymns of old. In 6th grade, I started playing
the string bass in the school orchestra. Fast-forward to my junior year at Edmond North High School, my arrangement
of Coldplay’s V iva la V ida was premiered in Chicago’s prestigious Symphony Hall: the same stage that housed both
the Chicago Symphony and Civic Orchestras.
When Oklahoma City University’s Symphony Orchestra came to my high school during my senior year and played
the 4th movement of Dmitri Shostakovich’s monumental 5th Symphony, I knew that I would dedicate my life to music.
In addition to my classical training, I am experienced in a range of musical styles including pop/funk, folk, and jazz.
With all the places that music has taken me, serving as a worship musician has always brought me the most peace. As
worship musicians, our goal is to bring ourselves and everyone that hears our musical offerings closer to God. This is
my prayer for the Choctaw UMC Worship Band.

Youth Winter Retreat Retrospective

Tea Party | March 29

The United Methodist Women
would like to thank everyone for
their donations and help with the
Annual Souper Bowl Luncheon.
Donations in the amount of $330
were collected for the Choctaw
UMC Family in Need Fund.

Everyone is invited to a tea party
on Sunday, March 29, at 3 p.m.

Share & Serve | March 7

RSVP by March 22
(tessa@choctawumc.com).

Share & Serve will be on
Saturday, March 7, from 9 a.m.
to noon. Participants have three
options for serving:





by Ben Ball & Kevin McCormack

Q: What did you learn at Winter Retreat?
BB: The ability to seek Chr ist especially dur ing the
hard times in life. The motion of finding the Lord in those
thin spaces.
KMc: What I lear ned is about how common it is to
struggle with God, be it for Him or against Him. It was
also a lesson about thin spaces, places where God seems
closest.

Souper Bowl Recap

Q: Would you invite other Youth to go to Winter
Retreat and Summer Camps?
BB: All the time!!
KMc: Yes, I would invite other s to Camp Spar k,
because I always have a good time, and it helps me wrestle
with God even if it is over mundane things. Along with the
lack of cellular signal, it keeps my mind focused on others
rather than myself and personal electronics.

Trimming hedges at Mid-Del
group homes
Hosting a snack table at
Alliance MidWest City
hospital
Assembling and delivering
food boxes in Choctaw
Estates

Donations of supplies are also
needed. Contact Carol Judd
(405.769.4701) or Rachel
Rudisill (405.259.9944) for more
information and to sign up.

Hot tea, apple juice, apple cider
and coffee will be served, along
with light snacks. Tea party attire
is encouraged.

United Methodist Men
The United Methodist Men will
gather and enjoy a meal together
on Monday, March 30, at
6:30 p.m., at the church.
Summer Camping
Opportunities
Children and youth summer
camps will be in June and July.
Registration will be open until
March 31. For more details, visit
choctawumc.com/camps.

Tech Night | March 8

Q: What was your favorite part?
BB: Being in fellowship with gr eat fr iends fr om
churches across the state.
KMc: My favor ite par t of Winter Retr eat would have
to be the friends I’ve made and the small group I was put
in.

Need help using your computer,
tablet or cell phone? Bring it to
tech night on Sunday, March 8,
at 4 p.m., and the youth will
assist you. Pizza will be
provided.

Q: How will you live out what you learned?
BB: By wor king to gr ow patience and not gr ow wear y.
Seek Christ at your lowest and highest, as he will always
be there.
KMc: I will focus my mind mor e on what God’s will
would be for me and the path I need to take rather than
being so stubborn on my own path.

United Methodist Women
The United Methodist Women
will hold their monthly meeting
on Tuesday, March 10, at 10
a.m.

Daylight Savings Time will begin
on March 8, at 2 a.m.
Don’t forget to “spring” your
clocks forward.

Something About That Name
by Pastor Barry
A story goes that a rich man was on his way to
a bank one day when he ran across a beggar.
He asked the beggar how he wound up on the
streets. The beggar explained that he had gone
to college, but he had made mistakes and
ruined his life, and now he had nothing. The
rich man felt pity for him and wrote him a
large check so he could have a chance at
starting his life over again.
Yet the next week when the rich man walked
to the same bank, he saw the same man sitting
there begging once again. Alarmed, the rich
man went over to the beggar and asked him
why he was still on the streets. The beggar
replied, “When I went to the bank to cash the
check, they didn’t believe the check was real.
They took one look at my clothes and my hair,
noticed how I smelled, and determined the
check couldn’t have been mine after all. So,
here I am. I guess I have no way to move
forward.”
The rich man immediately grabbed the hand of
the beggar and walked into the bank with him.
He said it didn’t matter what he was wearing,
how long ago he washed his hair, or how
awful he smelled. The only thing that mattered
was the name that had signed the check. As
you might imagine, the check was cashed right
away.
Friends, through his death on the cross, Jesus
signed his name to forgive us of all of our sins.
It doesn’t matter how awful or smelly you may
feel as a result of your bad choices. The only
thing that matter is that Jesus signed His name
to pay our debt. And because of that we should
do as the psalmist says in Psalm 34:3, “O
magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his
name together.”
There is something awesome about the name
Jesus. Let us share the name as we witness to
others about our Savior.

